Healthy life expectancy: comparison of OECD countries in 2001.
To compare average levels of population health for Australia and other OECD countries in 2001. Healthy life expectancies (HALE) for OECD countries for 2001 are based on analysis of mortality data for OECD countries, country-specific estimates of health state prevalences for 135 causes from the Global Burden of Disease 2000 study, and an analysis of 34 health surveys in 28 OECD countries, using novel methods to improve the comparability of self-report data. HALE at birth ranges from a low of 59.8 years for Turkey to a high of 73.6 years in Japan in 2001. Australia ranks fourth among OECD countries at 71.6 years with a 95% uncertainty interval of 70.9 to 72.8 years, ahead of New Zealand in 13th place at 70.3 years. The equivalent 'lost' healthy years at birth range from around 10 years in OECD countries with lowest life expectancies to around eight years in those with high life expectancies at birth. There is a statistically significant association between higher levels of health expenditure and higher healthy life expectancy across OECD countries, although causal inferences require more sophisticated analyses of the health system and non-health system determinants of levels of health. The new methods used in the WHO Multi-Country Household Survey Study have increased the comparability of self-report data across OECD countries, a major step forward in the use of self-reported data on health. Building on this experience, WHO is developing improved health status measurement techniques for a World Health Survey to be carried out in 2002/03.